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Kolkata: Vinit Kumar, chair-
man, Dr Syama Prasad Mukher-
jee Port Trust (erstwhile Kolka-
ta Port Trust), discussed force
majeure conditions in shipping
contracts and maritime trade
and effects of the pandemic on
shipping companies and the ex-
im trade, at a webinar organised
by the Bengal Chamber of Com- =
merce & Industry (BCC&I).

Kumar explained the vario-
us steps taken in ensuring 80%
work in both Haldia and Kolkata
ports. Justice Soumen Sen ela-
borated the principles of force
majeure law and the extent of
shipping contract from shipbu-
ilding to ship breaking/scrap-
ping. “Previously, the wording of
contract was sacrosanct but
now relaxations are made to en-
compass influence of pandemic-
related violations where, perfor-
mance becomes impossible due
tolockdown,” hesaid. ™
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