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l-League likely, even
without foreigners

Trvrs Nrws Nerwonx

Kolkata: Single venue, matches behind closed
doors and absence of foreigners:. These are so_
me of the possibilities this season,s l-teague is
staring at as the All India Football I'ederation
plans to go ahead with the competition against
the backdrop of the ongoingpandemic.

All internationai flights have remained su-
spended since March. trhi1e foreiglers add a
much-needed star value to the competition,
AIFF genera_l secretary Kushal Das has made ii
clear that the federation will go ahead with the
league if it gets the government go-ahead.

"Even if the foreigners can,t come. the lea-
gue is expected ro happen." hesaid..Afinal deci_
sion ls yettobe taken," he added.

\\4th the AIFF looking to hokl the entire lea-
gue p a single city Kolkata llas emerged as a
possible candidate "It will be difflrcult for teams
totravel Asaresult, itmaybea curtailedleague
with a single venue hosting it. The ISL won,t be
possible at the Salt Lake Stadium this time be
carue.of the women's rurder-17 Worid Cup pr+
parations. So, Kolkata can be an opUon by Oe
fault (for hosting all I-League matches),,, admit_

PI Das durinS a webinaX organised by Bengal
Charnber of Commerce and Industries.

WiththeAFChavingproposedreviseddates
for.India's remaining rounds of World Cup and
Asian Cup qualifiers,Igor Stimac,s side is s-Iated
to host Qataron OctoberB. ,,Weare lookingfora
possible camp in Bhubanswa-q maybe in the
third week of August. We are waiting for a re
sponse foom the Odisha government,,lDas said.
The AIFF ollicial also hoped that an Indian co_
ach might be in charge of the senior team soon.
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Media coverage: 

 

Internationally carried on: 

 https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/news/kushal-das-better-east-bengal-123546700.html 
 https://myhotnewspk.com/160853/aiff-provides-an-essential-replace-on-womens-u-17-

world-cup/ 

        Online Coverage: 

 https://www.goal.com/en/news/kushal-das-aiff-indian-football-percolate-states-7-
pillars/ocldqzgfhawd16r0gipdkexqb 

 https://www.hindustantimes.com/football/women-s-u-17-world-cup-will-be-held-behind-
closed-doors-in-worst-case-scenario-aiff/story-x9ukevjOFmM65WlscFishN.html 

 https://www.thewall.in/news-sports-isl-will-be-played-in-goa-and-i-league-in-kolkata-says-
aiff-secretary-kushal-das/ 

 https://sportstar-thehindu-
com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/sportstar.thehindu.com/football/indian-football/indian-
football-i-league-2020-21-aiff-foreign-players-covid-19-restrictions-india-kushal-
das/article32069575.ece/amp/?amp_js_v=a3&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQFKAGwASA%3D
#aoh=15946542324975&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%2
51%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fsportstar.thehindu.com%2Ffootball%2Findian-
football%2Findian-football-i-league-2020-21-aiff-foreign-players-covid-19-restrictions-india-
kushal-das%2Farticle32069575.ece 

 https://www.the-aiff.com/article/atk-mb-is-a-very-significant-merger-for-both-clubs-kushal-
das 

 http://businessworld.in/article/AIFF-s-Kushal-Das-terms-ATK-MB-merger-as-very-significant-
for-both-clubs-/13-07-2020-297016 

 https://www.sentinelassam.com/sports-news/alex-marquez-extends-contract-with-repsol-
honda-team-until-2022-488751?infinitescroll=1 

 https://m.timesofindia.com/sports/football/indian-super-league/top-stories/aiffs-kushal-
das-terms-atk-mb-merger-as-very-significant-for-both-clubs/articleshow/76944939.cms 

 https://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/football/2020/jul/13/fifa-womens-u-17-world-
cup-will-be-held-behind-closed-doors-in-worst-case-scenario-aiff-2169229.html 

 https://scroll.in/field/967405/coronavirus-i-league-without-foreigners-isl-in-goa-are-likely-
options-says-aiff-general-secretary 

 https://www.rediff.com/sports/report/covid-19-i-league-must-go-on-says-aiff-gen-
secretary/20200713.htm 

 https://sportslounge.co.in/east-bengal-should-enter-isl-with-proper-structure-says-aiff-secy-
das/ 

 https://newstree.co.in/sport-news/ilig-will-happen-even-without-foreign-players-kushal-
das/ 

 https://www.24globenews.com/index.php/2020/07/13/i-league-should-go-on-even-when-
international-gamers-are-unavailable-das/ 

https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/news/kushal-das-better-east-bengal-123546700.html
https://myhotnewspk.com/160853/aiff-provides-an-essential-replace-on-womens-u-17-
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https://www.the-aiff.com/article/atk-mb-is-a-very-significant-merger-for-both-clubs-kushal-
http://businessworld.in/article/AIFF-s-Kushal-Das-terms-ATK-MB-merger-as-very-significant-
https://www.sentinelassam.com/sports-news/alex-marquez-extends-contract-with-repsol-
https://m.timesofindia.com/sports/football/indian-super-league/top-stories/aiffs-kushal-
https://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/football/2020/jul/13/fifa-womens-u-17-world-
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 https://pressfrom.info/uk/news/sport/-449633-kushal-das-it-is-better-for-east-bengal-to-
wait-for-a-year-and-then-join-isl.html 

 http://www.uniindia.com/~/men-s-world-cup-2022-qualifier-camp-to-be-held-in-
bhubaneswar/Sports/news/2078330.html 

 https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/sports-news-aiffs-kushal-das-terms-atk-mb-merger-
as-very-significant-for-both-clubs-1887090.html 

 https://thebridge.in/football/womens-u-17-world-cup-will-held-behind-closed-doors-worst-
case-scenario-aiff/ 

 https://www.sportzpower.com/node/9737 
 https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/ileague-must-go-on-even-if-covid-restrictions-

come-in-way-of-foreigners-das/1894364 
 https://odishatv.in/sports/fifa-u-17-womens-world-cup-to-be-held-behind-closed-doors-aiff-

461948 
 https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/sports-games/1128004-i-league-must-go-on-even-if-

covid-restrictions-come-in-way-of-foreigners-das 
 https://newsdig.in/news/806473891n/Womens-U-17-World-Cup-will-be-held-behind-

closed-doors-in-worst-case-scenario-AIFF 
 https://news.knowledia.com/IN/en/articles/women-s-u-17-world-cup-will-be-held-behind-

closed-doors-in-worst-case-3543f82dd8d8b19743cadc55d3a27976139bea30 
 https://theunionjournal.com/kushal-das-it-is-better-for-east-bengal-to-wait-for-a-year-and-

then-join-isl/ 
 https://thefactnews.in/aiffs-kushal-das-terms-atk-mb-merger-as-very-significant-for-both-

clubs/ 
 timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/football/indian-super-league/top-stories/aiffs-kushal-

das-terms-atk-mb-merger-as-very-significant-for-both-clubs/articleshow/76944939.cms 
 https://www.indiatvnews.com/sports/football-i-league-must-go-on-even-if-covid-

restrictions-come-in-way-of-foreigners-says-aiff-s-kushal-das-633933 
 https://in.news.yahoo.com/kushal-das-aiff-talks-jharkhand-130302126.html 
 https://theunionjournal.com/kushal-das-it-is-better-for-east-bengal-to-wait-for-a-year-and-

then-join-isl/ 
 https://www.sify.com/sports/aiffs-kushal-das-terms-atk-mb-merger-as-very-significant-for-

both-clubs-news-football-uhnqfhcjaadie.html 
 http://fullsports.info/kushal-das-indian-football-needs-40-45-matches-across-all-levels/ 
 https://www.espn.in/football/indian-super-league/story/4135732/no-fans-games-at-single-

venue-for-isl-and-i-league-in-tentative-november-restart 
 https://www.197.news/2020/07/i-league-will-go-ahead-even-if-foreign-players-cant-

participate-says-aiff-general-secretary-kushal-das/ 
 https://thesundaystreet.com/i-league-must-go-on-even-if-covid-restrictions-come-in-way-

of-foreigners-says-aiffs-kushal-das/ 
 http://whatsaup.in/isl-likely-to-be-in-goa-i-league-in-kolkata-aiff-football-news/ 
 https://in.dafanews.com/football/aiff-interested-in-having-national-team-camps-in-

jharkhand-and-odisha-12209.html 
 https://techkashif.com/isl-likely-to-be-in-goa-i-league-in-kolkata-aiff-football-news-times-of-

india/ 
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The

l-league plans

ECALCUTTA TheAlllndia
Football Federation
(AIFF) plans to go ahead
with the 2020-21 l-League
season even ifthe clubs,
foreign recruits are un-
able to make it due to
travel resfictions.
"The league must go on
even if without foreign-
ers," AIFF general secre-
tary Kushal Das said
duringa webinaron
Monday. ouB,*u
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