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‘Soon, ropeway services to connect areas in New Town

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The New Town
- Kolkata Development Author-

ity (NKDA) is trying to intro-
duce ropeway services to
_ connect areas in New Town

~ that are outside 500 metres

. zone of the proposed Metro
route. ’

“According to our engi-
neers, usually people do not

want to walk beyond 500 .

metres. The East-West Metro

from Salt Lake Sector V' till Salt &

Lake stadium will commence

its operation from February 14. -

The Garia-Airport Metro link
will go over New Town. So, we
) tarted thinks e
tion-free and hassle-free con-
_ nectivity with the interiors of

New Town to the Metro align-

the matter and options could
include ropeway or elevated
tramways. We are preparing
the DPR;” said Debashis Sen,
Chairman of NKDA, at a ses-

sion on “Strategies for Acceler-
ating Urban Electric Mobility™

organised by British Deputy
High Commission, KolKata, in
collaboration with The Bengal
Chamber.

Sen mentioned that dur-

ing the London Olympics, a
long ropeway route was created
to connect Canary Bay to the'
main parts of the city.

Three electric buses that
were launched in 2018 in New
Town have proved to be very
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popular and 2.5 lakh tickets
have been sold till date. Preyi-
ously, the NKDA had mulled
monorail services for this con-

nectivity but has presently
shelved the idea as it has proved
to be a costly proposition. The

Www.greymatterpr,com_

ropeway is a cheaper option.
N S Nigam, Secretary,
state Transport department,
opined that a public share in
the transportation system has
to be retained. He maintained
that 50 electric buses are being
launched in New Town, Kolk-
ata. “Old buses were in Capex
(Capital expenditure) model
but the new buses would be

=

 launched in Opex (Operational

expenditure) model. We wish
 to increase the charging sta-
tions and bring tariff reforms,”
Nigam added. :
. Nick Low, British Deputy
. High Commissioner, Kolkata,
stated: “Kolkata has accom-
plished a rema;kable feat in
piloting electric buses. The City
of Joy rightly received a C40 it-
ies award in Copenhagen for its
efforts on electrification of the
public transport system. Trans-
port for London has already
been engaging with the Ben-
gal government on integrated
transport planning for the city”
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NKDA plans tobringinelevated {rams,

February 2020 at Chamber

ropewaystoconnect tometro links

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,7 FEBRUARY

The residents of New Town can
look forward to easier travel
options in the less connect-
ed parts of the township in the
near future. The New Kolkata
Development Authority,
(NKDA), is considering plans
to putin place elevated trams

-and ropeways, to connect

the distant places of the town-
ship to the Metro links. Despite
awell-developed network of
transport in NewTown, there
are areas that are far away from
the upcoming Metro pro-
jects. Asareaslike ActionArea
I1I are quite a distance from
the forthcoming underground

. transport system and traffic

congestion at some of the
points like Narkel Bagan have
already become a concern

for the authorities, plans to
introduce ropeways or elevated
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tram services are being con-
sidered.

Speaking during a seminar
on ‘Strategies for accelerating
Urban Electric Mobility’ organ-
ised by The Bengal Chamber
and British Deputy High Com-

'mission, Kolkata, Mr Debashis

Sen, c}?lmmn' and managing
directof, Housing Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpora-
tion Limited, said, “According
to ourengineers, usually peo-
ple do notwant to walk beyond
500 meters. Considering this,
options are being explored to
connect far-off places that
are located at a distance of 500
meters ormore from the main
Metro link,” informed Mr
Sen. “As Metro is very costly
to put in place, we are look-
ing at cheaper solutions of
green connectivity. We are,
therefore, considering options
of elevated trams and rope-
ways to connect distant cor-

R

ners of the township,” he
added. ;

Notably, such patterns.of
connectivity are used in adja-
centareas of London for con-
necting Canary Bay to the
main parts of the city. The main
focus of the strategy planners
of the NKDA is to minimise
the traffic load on the roads

and maximise the spaces

available.

According to sources, a

detailed project reportis being
prepared on the proposed
eco-friendly transport sys-
tem. The HIDCO authorities
initially were considering

.introducing monorail ser-

vices in the township. How-
ever, as the projectis expen-
sive, a financier is yet to be

found. Meanwhile, the state

transport departmentis also
mullingover plans to provide
sustainable options to the
owners of electric vehicles.
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Govt plans to reduce tram ane

JAYANTA BASU

Calcutta: The Bengal govern-
ment plans to reduce the num-
ber of trams, as well as routes,
at a time e-vehicles are being
recognised across the world as
the most sustainable and envi-
ronment-friendly form of pub-
lic transport. "

A tram in the city. File picture

N.S. Nigam, the state trans-
port secretary, said at a meet-
ing on “electrical mobility” on
Friday that the government
planned toretain trams only on
afew routes, where they would
not add to the traffic congestion
by competing with other forms
of public transport.

“Trams will stay in Calcut-
ta as part of public transport
but we will run them on routes
where they will not compete
with other public transport
modes and cause congestion,”
Nigam said at the meeting or-
ganised by the British deputy
high commission in collabora-
tion with the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce & Industry.

“We are planning to run
around 10 air-conditioned sin-

gle-coach trams from next
year on about two routes,
where they won’t compete
with other public transport
options,” Nigam told Metro
on the sidelines of the meeting.

The city has around 40
trams running on eight routes,
down from around 125 on close
to 30 routes a few years ago.

“We still have the ability to
run about 190 trams but the
government does not seem
keen. It looks like the govern-
ment is trying to push the sys-
tem towards death,” a senior
official in the transport de-
partment said.

“It’s strange that while
trams have returned to almost
all important cities of the
world, in Calcutta they are
being ignored. Trams are the
need of the hour given the pace
of climate change and ever in-
creasing air pollution,” said
Debasish Bhattacharya, a
tram crusader.

“We are working on a re-
port on the importance of
trams and plan to launch a
major movement to save
them. We suspect trams are
being withdrawn to facilitate
commercial exploitation of the
tramways properties, most of
which are in prime areas in
the city,” said Naba Dutta of
the environment platform
Sabuj Mancha.

At the meeting, Nigam also
said the number of electrical
buses would be increased
gradually in the city. “We now

haps the largest fleet in any
city in India. In the next few
months, another 50 buses will
be added, connecting different
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have 80 electrical buses, per- .\ greymatterpr.com

points in the city with New
Town,” he said.

Nick Low, the British
deputy high commissioner in

‘Calcutta, said the U

ment had been cont
gaging with the B
ernment and the Ca
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Govt plans to reduce tram and route count

JAYANTA BASU

gle-coach trams from next haps the largest. fleet in any pbints in the city with New Calcutta, said the UK govern- nicipal Corporation “to identi-
year on about two routes, city in India. In the next few Town,” hesaid.
Calcutta: The Bengal govern- where they won’t compete months, another 50 buses will

Hidco chairman Deba
ment had been continuallyen- fy ways to accelerate the de- Sen pointed out that elect:
Nick Low, the British gaging with the Bengal gov- velopment and deployment of buses were running succ

ment plans toreduce thenum-  with' other public transport be added, connecting different deputy high commissionerin ernment and the Calcutta Mu-  electrical vehicles”. fully in New Town-Rajarha
ber of trams, as well as routes, options,” Nigam told Metro | ! b Sl ot S i - DA . P Wl I L o
at a time e-vehicles are being  on the sidelines of the meeting.
recognised across the world as The city has around 40
the most sustainable and envi- trams running on eight routes,
ronment-friendly form of pub- down from around 125on close
lic transport. to 30 routes a few years ago.
“We still have the ability to

A tram in the city. File picture

N5, Nigam, the state trans.
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run about 190 trams but the
government does not seem
keen. It looks like the govern-

ment is trying to push the sys-

tem towards death,” a senior
official in the transport de-
partment said.

“It's strange that while
trams have returned to almost
all important cities of the
world, in Calcutta they are
being ignored. Trams are the
nood of the hour given the pace
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roofs to charge e-buses

Oﬂmesghup.oom

Kolkata: The West Bengal
Transport Corporation
(WBTC)issetto generate po-
wer through solar panels on
depot roofs to recharge its
electric vehicles. The Ener-
gy and Resource Institute
(TERI) has conducted a
study and found significant
savings in annual electrici-
ty bills.

In a study at the WBTC
Kasba depot, TERI found
highly feasible strategies
for electrification of public
transport in Kolkata by po-
wering the charging sta-
tions at major WBTC depots
through solar energy. Actu-
al site survey and measure-
ments of power consump-
tion patterns were perfor-
med as part of the study,

At a discussion on elec-
tric mobility, organised by
the British Deputy High
Commission and Bengal
Chamber of Commerce on
Friday, transport secretary
N 8 Nigam hinted at signifi-
cant increase of its electric
bus fleet with its policy shift
from Capex to Opex.

In the Capex system, the
state transport undertaking
has to buy electric buses out
right. In the Opex model,
WBTC needs to pay on per-
km basis, which will make
the total cost of operation
half or even less than that
of conventional internal-
combustion engine buses,
or the fuelrun vehicles.
WBTC, which now runs 80
electric buses, has decided
nottoadd tothediesel buses,

FOR ZERO
T S

CARBON FOOTPRINT

number of electric buses,
we need to boost the infrast-
ructure,” said a transport
official.

TERI has proposed that
the roof on the depot sheds
be used to install solar-po-
wer panels. “GIS-based esti-
mation of the plant capacity
on theavailable rooftop area
has been found to be enough
to power the buses plying
during the day,” said Shas-
hank Vyas, asso‘t:iate fellow
(electricity and fuel), TERI,
WBTC can furthér save on
its annual power bills if the
depots were to opt for
CESC's time-of-day tariff,
under which the electricity

> Kasba bus depothasé | with applicable tariff

DC slow chargersand 1DC | scheme: 714,86,660

fastcharger . . | nu:

> Yearly with tariff scheme:

demand: 1,854 Kk ?’9,43, DBt st g

> Roof-top solar energy (Annual estimated

M?hmp - savings based on -
- p (approx) analysis of 10-day data and

> Average annual savings values are indicative)
“We have developed a fairly prices are different, depen- :
good charging infrastructu- dingon the peak andnon-pe- :
re, but to increase the akhours. :

Alekhya Datta, fellow &
area convenor, electricity
and fuels convenor, TERI,

who conceived and perfor-

med the study, along with

Ram Krishan and Neshwin

" Rodrigues of TERI, said, :
“Such models using locali-
zed renewable energy and

- battery storage can provide
benefits of reduced opera- :

ting costs for depot opera-
tors and better grid-mana-
gement for the electricity
distribution company.”

TERI also plans tp boost
this model for other bus de-
pots so that a sustainable
and viable operational mo-
del can be established.
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