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Udayan and Deb highlight region’s potential

BIRESWAR BANERJEE

. Siliguri: North Bengal de-
~ velopment minister Udayan
Guha and Siliguri mayor Gau-
tam Deb on Friday offered
land, natural resources and
manpower for setting up in-
dustries in the region.

Both were present at a
seminar hosted by the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry here and said discus-
sions held at the event should
translate into investments.

“There is no dearth of
land and manpower in north
Bengal. Various agricultur-
al produces are grown here
and there is a huge prospect
for processing industries. We
want private industrial units
to come up in this region and
believe that the discussions
which are held here will
pave the way for fresh invest-
ments,” Guha said.

In the past few years, a
number of MSME units came
up across north Bengal, espe-
cially in and around Siliguri.
Around 10 private industrial
parks are under construction
and more units will come up
there, said representatives of
Jocal trade bodies.

The mayor has pointed out
that connectivity has largely
improved in the region of late.

“Road, rail, and air connec-
tiyity has improved a lot. The
state has provided land for the
expansion of the Bagdogra
airport and a number of new
road projects have been taken
up. Also, there will be a major
infrastructure development
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Siliguri mayor Gautam Deb addresses the seminar on investments
in north Bengal on Friday. Picture by Passang Yolmo

at the New Jalpaiguri station.
Entrepreneurs should think
of investing here because of its
geographical location,” said
Deb. Considered the gateway
to the entire Northeast, north
Bengal also shares borders
with Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Nepal.

Deb, a former tourism min-
ister, highlighted the initia-
tives taken by the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government to develop
new destinations for tourists

Pitch for north investments

LU

in the past 11 years.

“New infrastructure has
been created at these locations
by the government. We are
taking initiatives to increase
the footfall of tourists and
want private groups to come
here and set up accommoda-
tions and other facilities,” he
added.

Representatives of BCC&
1, a prominent trade body in
Bengal, said they were taking
efforts to accelerate growth in

business across the region.
“We want to encourage
investments in north Bengal
and would provide all help
to those who intend to invest
here. Some of our members
have invested here and we
want to share their experi-
ences through interactions so
that others can have an idea
of north Bengal,” said Anga-
na Guha Roy Chowdhury, the
assistant director general o
BCC&L. &
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGUR!, 16 DECEMBER

Siliguri Mayor Gautam Deb
todayurged corporatehouses
to come forward with their
'corporate social responsibil-
ity CSR funds to help Siliguri
Municipal Corporation take
upmoreenvironment-friend-
ly approaches.

Mr Deb also suggested to
the business fraternity that
they travel to North Bengal to

identify locations, especially
inthe Hills, suitableforgreen
industries.

MrDeb, theformerminis-
ter for North Bengal Devel-
opment Department, and for
Tourism, was addressing an
eventorganized bythe Bengal
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BOCI) to markitssec-
ond edition ofdiscussions on
'Prospects for North Bengal -
Investmentsin Sustainability.'

Other top officials, along

with Udayan Guha, the Min-
ister-in- Charge forthe North
Bengal Development Depart-
ment attended today's event.
Minister Guha highlighted
the potential of the agrarian
economy of North Bengal.
"Different districts have
different agricultural prod-
ucts like variouskinds ofrice,
tomato, chilli, potato, tobac-
coindistricts of Cooch Behar,
North Dinajpur, and Darjeel -
ing," MrGuho said. He assured

the industryon availability of
land for investment, and urged
them to procure materials
locally, especiallyfor food pro-
cessing According to Mr Guha,
an airportin Cooch Behar ws
imperative, for which the state
govemment had been nego-
tiating strongly with the cen-
tral authorities.

Chief Executive Officer,
Siliguri Jalpaiguri Develop-
ment Authority, Dr Abhijit
Shevale, said that the Land

Deb urges corporates toaid SMC's environment-friendly plans

Usage Compatbility Certificate
(LUCC) is being approved by
the SJDA on a priority basis
within 10days "Itis important
as it defines the usage of land
so thatdevelopmentdoesnot
take place in a haphazard
manner,” Dr Shevale said.
According to the former
president, Bengal Chamber, Dr
Alok Roy, North Bengal has
immense potentialto facilitate
the country in regional coop-
eration in the BBIN region.
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‘State providing all necessary support to industries’

AMITAVA BANERJEE

DARJEELING: “Development of this
region is the priority area of the Gov-
ernment of West Bengal and for this the
Government has been providing all nec-
essary support,” stated Mayor Gautam
Deb, Siliguri Municipal Corporation.
He also urged business houses to set up
environment-friendly industries in this
region, especially in the Hills.

Deb, on Friday, addressed a discussion,
entitled “Prospects for North Bengal -
Investments in Sustainability” organised
by The Bengal Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Siliguri. Incidentally,
Bengal Chamber of Commerce is the
oldest Chamber of Commerce in India.
Thanking the Techno India Group and
Medica Group for their support, Gautam
Deb urged the corporate houses to come
forward with their CSR funds to help the
Municipal Corporation take up more
environment-friendly approaches."Other
industry houses also need to chip in. The

houses should also explore this region to
identify the locations, especially the hills
to set up green industries. This area has
immense potential,” added Deb.
Highlighting logistic support pro-
vided by the government, Deb stated
the state government has handed over 28
acres to the Airport Authority for start-
ing the night landing facility at Bagdogra
Airport. Now, Rs 1000 crore project is

coming up for rebuilding the Bagdogra
Airport and introducing allied services.
“About 297 acres have been converted
into a safari where the flora and fauna of
this region and be experienced.

The integrated tourism project “Bhorer
Alo” in Gajoldoba is the largest such
project in India. Both these projects are
tourism hotspots and have contributed
to the economy of this region,” added

the Mayor. North Bengal Development
Minister Udayan Guha highlighted the
potential of the agrarian economy of
North Bengal. “Different districts of this
region have different agricultural prod-
ucts like rice, tomatoes, chilies, potatoes,
tobacco. We will provide all necessary
logistics including land to investors who
want to invest in food processing and
other industries,” added Guha. Dr. Abhi-
jit Shevale, IAS, CEO, Siliguri Jalpaiguri
Development Authority informed that
Land Usage Compatibility Certificate
(LUCC) is being approved by SJDA on
priority basis in 10 days.

“The Bengal Chamber is connecting
with its Members to build up a network to
accelerate business growth in the region
focusing on sustainable approaches so
that climate change vulnerabilities are
addressed simultancously. This will also
help preserve the beautiful and unique
landscapes.” stated Angana Guha Roy
Chowdhury, Assistant Director General,
‘The Bengal Chamber.
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Bengal Chamber meet in Siliguri

SILIGURI, DECEMBER 16/--/ The Bengal Chamber of
Commerce and Industries on Friday organized in Siliguri
adiscussion meeting on the development potential and
robust development of industry in north Bengal.

North Bengal Development department Minister
Udayan Guha, Siliguri Mayor Goutam Deb and Bengal
Chamber of Commerce Assistant Director General Angana
Guha Roy Chowdhury were present. Angana Guha Roy
Chowdhury told reporters the meeting was organized
keeping in mind that moreentrepreneurs were interested

in development by spending money in health, education,
and tourism. —EQIC
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Udayan Guha, Gautam Deb
highlight North Bengal’s potential

Various agricultural produces are grown here and there is a huge prospect for

processing industries: Minister

Siliguri mayor Gautam Deb addresses the seminar on investments in north Bengal on Friday.

Passang Yolma

Birgswar Bancrjes Siliguri Published 17.12.22, 04:20 AM

North Bengal development minister Udayan Guha and Siliguri mayor Gautam Deb on Friday offered
land. natural resources and manpower for setting up industries in the region.
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'‘State providing all necessary support to industries’
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