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IWAL to procure six methanol-fuelled vessels

IANS | Kolkata December 07,2018 Last Updated at 18:27 IST

In a bid to hamess methanol as marine fuel, the Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has planned to retrofit its work boats with green fuel and also
placed orders with Cochin Shipyard for procuring six new vessels, based on methanol mix, an official said here on Friday.

"On an experimental basis, we have given our three work boats to Cochin Shipyard for redesigning and retrofitting the engines, so that they can be sailed on
waterways with methanol mixed fuel," IWAI's Vice Chairman Pravir Pandey said.

The shipyard has a tie-up with Sweden based company which is a leading entity in the use of methanol for marine fuel, he said, adding that the Cochin Shipyard
would retrofit boats at its facility in Kolkata.

Incidentally, the shipyard had recently formed a joint venture with city-based Hooghly Dock & Port Engineers Ltd.

"The retrofitting job would commence in January, 2019. The cost of redesigning engines for our boats would be Rs 2-3 crore. Apart from this, we have placed
an order of six vessels, based on methanol, to Cochin Shipyard. These vessels are ranging from 1,000-2,000 tonnes capacity and designed by Germany's DST,"
Pandey said.

Compared to diesel, methanol mixed fuel is cheap as it costs about Rs 26 per litre.

Pandey said the methanol-based vessels would require refuelling on its way as the storage on vessels is limited and cannot be ramped up because it would
reduce cargo handling space.

"For this, we are working on bunkering strategy for national waterways one (NW-I)," he said on the sidelines of Annual Shipping Conclave, organised by the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Pandey said the IWAT has 10-12 vessels and will procure additional 20-25 vessels of various types.

The authority is also acquiring land at the multimodal terminals at Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh and Salibganj in Jharkhand for setting up fright villages to attract
cargo and also to aggregate them.

--IANS
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IWALI sets ball rolling for methanol as maritime fuel

Press Trust of India | Kolkata December 07, 2018 Last Updated at 17:15 IST

To make shipping on national waterways more lucrative, Inland Waterways Authority of India (TWATI) has taken up a pilot project to demonstrate methanol as
maritime fuel, a top official said Friday.

The nodal agency for inland waterways has decided to place an order to retrofit work boats and new cargo vessels with engines that can run on methanol.

"We are placing order for 3 work boats to retrofit engines and 6 low draft cargo vessels of 1,000-2,000 tonnes capacity to Cochin Shipyard that will use
methanol as fuel with technology from Sweden after a go-ahead from NITI Aayog," IWAI vice-chairman Pravir Pandey said.

Pandey was speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a shipping conclave organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce & Industry here.

Methanol can be a game changer as the cost of the fuel is just Rs 26 a litre and the roadmap was shown by Union transport minister Nitin Gadkarn, Pandey said.
TWALI is also working on fuel bunkering facilities in intervals of about 500 km on the entire 1,600 ki Haldia-Varanasi stretch for ships on methanol.
Methanol's volume is higher than diesel.

The design of the cargo vessels have been offered by DST of Germany that requires just 1.5 meters draft -- a crucial factor for inland waterways' success at least
in the NW-I that stretches from Haldia to Varanasi.

IWALI has assured draft of 2.8-3 metres till Patna but further upstream there is draft issues which can be as low as 2 meters.

ITWAI is also working on freight villages at Sahebgunj and Varanasi for which it has already taken land between 100 and 300 acres that will provide
infrastructure to support volumes.

Freight village is an area where all activities relating to transport, logistics and distribution of goods are carried out by various operators. The concept is popular
i Europe but new in India.
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Sittwe port of Myanmar to be operational in 6 months: IWAI

Press Trust of India | Kolkata December 07, 2018 Last Updated at 22:13 IST

The Sittwe portin Myanmar will be operational during the next six months as tendering to appoint a private operator will be floated by December-end or
January, a top Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) official said Friday.

India has developed the port as part of bilateral development programs for the neighbour with an overall commitment of USD 1.75 billion.

The Sittwe port under the Kaladan Multi Modal Transit Transport Project will connect India's landlocked northeastern region to the Bay of Bengal through
Mizoram. It will also provide an alternate route to Kolkata.

"Tendering for Sittwe port will be floated in December or latest by January. The port will be operational within next six months," IWAI vice-chaiman Pravir
Pandey said on the sidelines of The Bengal Chamber organised annual shipping conclave.

India and Myanmar in October inked an MoU for the appointment of a private operator of the Sittwe port that promises to boost connectivity.

The project will also boost nverine transport that have already crossed 6 million tonnes of cargo on the Ganga during Apnl to October and this is expected to
touch 8 million tonnes by end of this fiscal, an official said.

Developing the port is believed to be a major step in the implementation of India's Act East Policy.
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‘There are huge environmental benefits in using water
ways' : Pravir Pandey

(® uniindia.com/-there-are-huge-environmental-benefits-in-using-water-ways-pravir-pandey/east/news/1429560.htm|

States » EastPosted at: Dec 7 2018 6:53PM z_Share Kolkata, Dec 7 (UNI) To reduce the
pressure of pollution, congestion, accidents on

roads shifting to water ways as an alternative transport is the need of the hour, there
are huge environmental benefits in using water ways, stated Pravir Pandey, IA&AS,
Chairman, Inland Waterways Authority of India, Union Ministry of Shipping, at the

8th Annual Shipping Conclave “Logistics in India-The Way Ahead, on Friday,

organised by the Bengal Chamber.

He said Waterways transport is not consumptive and brings in reliability and stability.
The myth that transportation cannot happen in November -December has been broken
recently.

Mr Pandey said the focus of the Ministry has been to explore methanol as a marine
fuel. NITI Aayog is piloting this movement. For this Cochin Shipyards is designing three
work boards in Kolkata to experiment the viability of the use of methanol. Also 6 cargo
vessels are being designed with methanol engines.

By January 2019 retrofitting is expected to start. If methanol becomes successful,

it will bring down logistics costs substantially as its only Rs.26 litre. But if ships ply

on methanol there is also need for refueling, so the Ministry is working on bunkering
and fuel supply strategy. Also plans are afoot to buy 20-25 vessels for use in
waterways. Also demand for RORO is increasing specially in the North eastern region,
he said.

Mr Pandey said Modern cranes and, modernized jetty and production of mechanical
equipment will bring in more efficiency and reduction in time in logistics. Also the Inland
Waterways Authority of India is developing the concept of creating freight villages in
lines with what is there in Europe. There is already one in Varanasi and another 300
acres of land has been taken to develop one in Sahibganj in Jharkhand. IWAI will
develop basic infrastructure,

Private sector would be invited to develop manufacture, pack and export or transport
their products. It will act as one stop solution for all logistic needs and offer logistic
choice to shipper. By 2020 the freight village will be functional. The state level IWAI

will facilitate inland waterways connection to these freight hubs, he added.

The Shipping industry is an integral part in the logistics sector and acts as a catalyst

in exim trade. Indian shipping industry made a significant contribution in GDP. Role of
logistic is vital for cross border and domestic trade. While logistics is well developed in
most countries, India which is on a huge growth path has a long way to go to
streamline this sector, stated Indrajit Sen, President, The Bengal Chamber

He said each of these Transportation sectors is operating as independent areas with
several hindrances in facilitating “inter-connectivity or inter-modalism”, The lack of
such intermodal facilities & ease of doing business is resulting in India’s Logistics costs
being in the range of about 16% vis a vis the Global 10-12 per cent.

Amitabha Sengupta, WBCS (Exe), State Jt Secretary, Department of Transport and
Additional Director, Kolkata Zone, Directorate of Transport, stated, Connecting roads
and arterial roads are bound to happen in West Bengal considering how strategically

it is placed. With such a long waterway in the state , there is enough scope of logistics
to grow and flourish.

"Our focus should be to shift to multi modal activity with introduction of logistic
warehousing points, cold storages, RORO points. The Transport Department of West
Bengal is infusing 1000 crore in developing RORO vessels and backend facilities like
terminals and workshops. RFID code enable trucks to move seamlessly and reduce
overall time. Two key factors to reach clientele from manufacturer’s side are ease of
movement and timeliness. So incorporating these interventions is very necessary,” he
said.

Vinit Kumar, Chairman, Kolkata Port Trust, Union Ministry of Shipping, Government in
his address, stated, Logistics is an important element of cost of entire industrial chain.
Its 14-16 per cent in India whereas in developed nation it is 6-7 per cent. There are
various companies whose business model is centered on logistics like Walmart. Its
success is because its USP is logistics. Kolkata is gateway to eastern hinterland. The
growth rate of Haldia has been 18 per cent and Kolkata port is in 3rd position in the
country with 10 per cent.

“In Kolkata we are developing and mechanizing one more berth. In two months there
will be additional berth no.3. Also roadways are improved than before and plan to start
RORO services will help Inland waterway system and reduce load off the roadways. All
ports in India are coming under the purview of Logistics Data bank. RFID codes are also
being implemented as systems need to be transparent. In Haldia there has been
doubling of rail network and mechanising of one more berth. Floating cranes have also
been purchased which will attract more cargo," he added.

Other Key participants were S A Rahman, IRTS, Group General Manager
(GGM-C&0)-Eastern Region Container Corporation of India Limited (CONCOR),

CV Prasad, Member-Finance, land Port Authority of India (LPAI), Union Ministry

of Home Affairs, S M J Ahsan, Chief General Manager, Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) among others.

UNI BM



