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orts outlook bleak;
mkt can save Darj tea:

Kolkata: Making inroads in-
to Chinese markets can save
ailing Darjeelingtea industry,
said Indian Tea Exporters As-
sociation chairman Anshu-
man Kanoria on Thursday.
“Overall, the outlook is
bleak. We need government
support and funding to captu-
realarger share in the Chine-
se market through consumer
awareness and education on
Indianteain China. Freesam-
pling at strategic points, es-
tablishing various points of
purchase through e-commer-
ce channels in China. We sho-
uld be looking for at least two
new geographies for Indian
tea promotion. In terms of
our exports market growth,
China should be our area of
focus for the next three ye-
ars,” prescribed Kanoria whi-
ing “Smart Tea

fea Board; *in million kg or mkg]

ceand Industry (BCC&I).
Chinese consumers, nor-
mally heavy drinkers of gre-
en tea, have started liking
black tea. “There lies the op-

postunity. Chinese consu-
mers understand quality and
they pay well, too,” he added.
On the overall exports sce-
nario, Kanoria said, India is
not likely to cross 200 million
kg tea exportsthis year owing
to year-long geopolitical ten-
sions, exports sancuon and

China
ITEA

the large tea-importing co-
untries such as Iran and Rus-
sia. In 2022, India shipped
226.9 million kg tea to its glo-
bal customers. India exports
tea to more than 25 countries .
“Market access for Indian
tea exporters have never been
easy this year. Exports to Iran
has started but we are defini-
tely behind out target in the
country as forex bodies are
still sceptical. Weak rouble is
ahurdle in Russia. A lot of ve-
ry low-priced tea is going into
Irag. We have to be careful
that we should be able to pre-
serve that market through qu-
ality exports. Sri Lankan tea
has started going to Middle
east. So, it’s important for us
to be present in the market
andmakesurewedon’tlosein
Iran,” theITEA chief said.
According to him, the tea
industry cannot spend its mo-
ney for its own survival. “Tea
Board has hardly have any
fund for market promotion.”
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OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: Burgeoning domes-
tic consumption and an ex-
port push to China could Ift
the fortunes of the Darjeeling
tea industry, which is reeling
under the triple whammy of
falling production, prices and
export.

Many gardens are said to
be losing around Rs 200 a kg
this year as they also fight ris-
ing costs led by higher wages
and cheap imports from
that jostle for shelf space in
shops in and around Calcutta.

“Darjeeling tea is a patient
in ICU and half the gardens
are for sale looking for buy-
ers,” proclaimed Anshuman
Kanoria, owner of Goomtee

Tea Estate, who also happens
to be the chairman of Indian

Tea Exporters’ Association.

He batted for urgent gov-
ernment intervention by way
of financial support and legis-
Jation in regulating Nepal tea
import to India.

“As I see, there are two
markets which can really cre-
ate demand for Darjeeling tea.
One of course is our very own
country and China, which
alone can potentially procure
a large volume of Darjeeling
tea,” Kanoria added.

He was speaking at the
“SmartTea Conclave” organ-
ised by the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce & Industry in Cal-
cutta on Thursday.

Atul Asthana, managing
director & CEO of Goodricke
Group Ltd, concurred with
Kanoria about the precarious

financial condition of the Dar-

jeeling tea industry.

2 L T e
Darjeeling tea gardens cry for help

TROUBLE IN PARADISE

He observed that half of
the production, which com-
prises brokens and fannings,
are selling way below the cost
of production, which is as high

asRssoo-GSOakg.

“We are getting remuner:

ative prices

had no control,” Asthana said.

Moreover, the Darjeeling
gardens have pleaded with the
Mamata Banerjee-government
for a subsidy. “Assam govern-
ment is giving Rs 12 a kg sub-
sidy for quality (orthodox) tea.
Darjeeling produces the best
tea in the world. We should also |
get something,” he added |

Industry players cite two
events that broke the back of
the industry: a strike in the
hills in 2017 caused the gar-
dens to lose both premium
first and second flush, causing
irreparableloss to the tea bush
and wrecking the balance
sheets of the gardens.

In 2020, the gardens were
hit again when a nationwide
lockdown was announced in
the wake of the Covid pandem:-
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MI News Service, Kolkata: Chairman of Indian Tea Ex-
porters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria on Thurs-
day said that the Darjeeling tea industry is a "'patient in
1cU" virtually on its death bed. For the Darjeeling
tea industry to survive, some government
support is needed in the form of subsidy
which will help stave off the threat posed
by tea from Nepal, he said. Speaking at
a session organized by the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (BCCD)

here, Kanoria said, "Darjeeling tea is an

emotion for us. It flows in our blood.
Today, the Darjeeling tea industry is a

in ICU, virtually in its death bed”
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Darjeeling tea industry is a ‘patient in ICU" ITEA chairman

Kolkata, Aug 17 (PTI) Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria on Thursday said
that the Darjeeling tea industry is a "patient in ICU" and virtually on its death bed.

For the Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government support is needed in the form of subsidy which will
help stave off the threat posed by tea from Nepal, he said.

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here, Kanoria said,
"Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood. Today, the Darjeeling tea industry is a patient in ICU,
virtually in its death bed".

Please log in to get detailed story.
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Darjeeling tea industry is a 'patient in
ICU" ITEA chairman

Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria on Thursday said
that the Darjeeling tea industry is a "patient in ICU" and virtually on its death bed. For the
Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government support is needed in the form of subsidy
which will help stave off the threat posed by tea from Nepal, he said.

PTI
Updated On Aug 17, 2023 at 05:42 PM IST

Kolkata: Chairman of Indian
Tea Exporters Association

(ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria

on Thursday said that the
Darjeeling tea industry is a

"patient in ICU" and

virtually on its death bed.

For the Darjeeling tea

industry to survive, some

Representative image

government support is
needed in the form of subsidy which will help stave off the threat posed

by tea from Nepal, he said.

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (BCCI) here, Kanoria said, "Darjeeling tea is an emotion for
us. It flows in our blood. Today, the Darjeeling tea industry is a patient in

ICU, virtually in its death bed".
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Domestic consumption, Chinese market can lift
Darjeeling tea: ITEA chairman

Teas from Nepal, sharing similar characteristics with Darjeeling tea, have made inroads.
Kanoria warned that the threat from Nepal was serious

Advertisement

Only two markets can rescue Darjeeling tea — India and China, according to Indian Tea Exporters

Association chairman, Anshuman Kanoria, who spoke on Thursday at an event.

Kanoria noted that the highest price for tea in the world was paid by the Chinese consumer for Chinese
tea, saying, ""That is the consumer that understands quality."
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He acknowledged that Darjeeling tea has acceptance but pointed out a lack of awareness and education
about the product, calling for government intervention. ""You need government intervention, cash
injection, market access, and a regulation on Nepal tea," he stated, speaking at the Smart Tea Conclave
organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
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Darjeeling Tea Industry Is A Patient In ICU": ITEA Chairman
0000

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) here, Kanoria said. "Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood.
Today. the Darjeeling tea industry is a patient in ICU, virtually in its death bed".
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Tea industry facing multiple challenges in wake of Covid pandemic |  depositphotos
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Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria on
Thursday said that the Darjeeling tea industry is a "patient in ICU" and virtually on
its death bed.

For the Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government support is needed in
the form of subsidy which will help stave off the threat posed by tea from Nepal. he
said.

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) here, Kanoria said, "Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood.
Today. the Darjeeling tea industry is a patient in ICU, virtually in its death bed".

The closure of the gardens due to political agitation in 2017, followed by lockdowns
had caused huge financial loss to the industry as a whole, Kanoria said.
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Darjeeling tea industry is a ‘patient in ICU”: ITEA
chairman

PTI 17 August, 2023 05:03 pm IST
Kolkata, Aug 17 (PTI) Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria
on Thursday said that the Darjeeling tea industry is a “patient in ICU” and virtually on its

death bed.
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For the Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government support is needed in the form of
subsidy which will help stave off the threat posed by tea from Nepal, he said.

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here,
Kanoria said, “Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood. Today, the Darjeeling

tea industry is a patient in ICU, virtually in its death bed”.

The closure of the gardens due to political agitation in 2017, followed by lockdowns had caused
huge financial loss to the industry as a whole, Kanoria said.
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Darjeeling tea industry is a 'patient in
ICU" with hope of revival: ITEA
chairman

The closure of the gardens due to political agitation in 2017, followed by lockdowns
caused huge financial loss to the industry as a whole, ITEA chairman Kanoria said.

& PTI

Last Updated 17 August 2023, 22:48 IST

Representative Image. Credit: Wikimedia Commons

Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria on Thursday claimed that
the Darjeeling tea industry is a ‘patient in ICU’, but also asserted that there is still hope for revival.

For the Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government support such as a one-time cash
injection to bring hope and arrest the sale of gardens is needed in the form of subsidy which will help
stave off the threat posed by tea from Nepal, he said.

He said Darjeeling tea is India’s flag bearer and besides cash injection, a minimum import price
needs to be slapped on imports from Nepal.

Also Read: From too wet to bone dry: Indonesian coffee crop faces El Nino jolt

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here,
Kanoria also said a concerted generic promotion to create market access is required.
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‘Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood. Today, the Darjeeling tea industry is a
patient in ICU, virtually in its death bed, he said.

The closure of the gardens due to political agitation in 2017, followed by lockdowns had caused huge
financial loss to the industry as a whole, Kanoria said.
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Darjeeling tea industry is a 'patient in ICU": ITEA
chairman

Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman Kanoria
on Thursday said that the Darjeeling tea industry is a "patient in ICU"
and virtually on its death bed.

By IANS
Published: 17 Aug 2023, 8:36 PMIST
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Why is trouble brewing in Sri Lanka's tea‘industry? (photo: DW)

Chairman of Indian Tea Exporters Association (ITEA) Anshuman
Kanoria on Thursday said that the Darjeeling tea industry is a

patient in ICU" and virtually on its death bed.

For the Darjeeling tea industry to survive, some government
support is needed in the form of subsidy which will help stave off
the threat posed by tea from Nepal, he said.

Speaking at a session organised by the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here, Kanoria said, "Darjeeling tea
is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood. Today, the Darjeeling tea
industry is a patient in ICU, virtually in its death bed".

The closure of the gardens due to political agitation in 2017,
followed by lockdowns had caused huge financial loss to the

industry as a whole, Kanoria said.
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Darjeeling tea gardens cry for help amid falling
production, cheap imports from Nepal

Many gardens are said to be losing around Rs 200 a kg this year as they also fight rising costs led by higher wages and cheap imports from
Nepal that jostle for shelf space in shops in and around Calcutta

Our Special Correspondent |  Calcutta |  Published 18.08.23,09:17 AM

Burgeoning domestic consumption and an export push to China could lift the
fortunes of the Datjeeling tea industry, which is reeling under the triple whammy

of falling production, prices and export.

Many gardens are said to be losing around Rs 200 a kg this vear as thev also fight
rising costs led by higher wages and cheap imports from Nepal that jostle for shelf

space in shops in and around Calcutta.

“As [ see, there are two markets which can really create demand for Darjeeling tea.
One of course is our very own country and China, which alone can potentiallv

procure a large volume of Darjeeling tea,” Kanoria added.

He was speaking at the “SmartTea Conclave” organised by the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce & Industry in Calcutta on Thursday.

Atul Asthana, managing director & CEO of Goodricke Group Ltd, concurred with
Kanoria about the precarious financial condition of the Darjeeling tea industry.
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Business

Refreshing Darjeeling tea itself in ‘ICU’, industry facing existential crisis

Photo:FILE Tea

Tea in India is a part of the daily routine of a common Indian. People drink tea
at least twice a day to keep themselves fresh. But the tea industry itself, which
refreshes people, is moaning in pain. Indian Tea Exporters’ Association (ITEA)
chairman Anshuman Kanoria on Thursday said the Darjeeling tea industry is
like an “ICU patient” and is dying. Production is declining in Darjeeling, known
as the tea capital, due to weather conditions. On the other hand, increasing
imports from Nepal have broken the back of the industry.
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1.The industry did not recover from the loss of Corona
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3. profit decreased due to rising wages

The industry did not recover from the loss of Corona

According to traders, to keep the Darjeeling tea industry alive, some
government support in the form of subsidy is needed, which will help
overcome the threat posed by tea coming from Nepal. Speaking at a session
organized by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here,
Kanoria said, “Darjeeling tea is an emotion for us. It flows in our blood. Today,
the Darjeeling tea industry is virtually admitted as a patient in the ICU."
Kanoria said the closure of gardens due to the political agitation in 2017 and
the subsequent lockdown caused huge financial losses to the entire industry.
“It drove away a lot of foreign buyers and gave our neighbor (Sri Lanka) a
chance to capture some of the export market,” he said.




millenniumpost

O HALF TRUTHS

Publication: Millennium Post Date: 17.08.2023

Edition: Kolkata Link:
https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/circulation-
of-spurious-darjeeling-tea-concern-for-industry-
stakeholders-529551

Circulation of spurious Darjeeling tea concern
for industry stakeholders

BY Tearn MP 17 Aug 2023 10:34 PM
Kolkata: One of the most pressing issues presently is the circulation of spurious Darjeeling
Tea in the market, said chairman, president of BCC&lI, Subir Chakraborty during the SmartTea
Conclave 2023 on Thursday.

BCC&l held a detailed discussion on ‘Where technology meets tradition” at SmartTea Conclave
2023 on Thursday. The aim of SmartTea Conclave 2023 was to establish a transformative
path for the Indian Tea Industry by addressing critical aspects such as vision, leveraging
technology, export opportunities, global challenges, and sustainable practices. Other areas of
the conclave were focusing on improving the quality of tea through better processing
methods, innovative blending, and packaging techniques, etc.

Addressing the conclave, Chakraborty said: “One of the most pressing issues we face is the
circulation of spurious Darjeeling Tea in the market. Let us harness the collective wisdom,
experience, and innovation to forge solutions that will redefine the trajectory of our industry.”
The Bengal Chamber has also published a robust Knowledge Paper based on thorough
research and data during the conclave.
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